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      Media release

                     From the Minister for Local Government

STRICT EMBARGO Thursday August 7, 2003
COUNCIL ELECTIONS TO BE HELD ON ONE DAY, EVERY 4 YEARS 

Victorian councils will go to the polls on the last Saturday in November, every four years, from 2008, Local Government Minister, Candy Broad, announced today.

Ms Broad said the November date was the same as had been set for State Government elections, but under the new election sequence, State and council polls would be held two years apart.

“This reform is part of the Bracks Government’s commitment to strengthening democracy at both the State and local levels and fulfils an election commitment to align local council elections on a common date,” Ms Broad said.

“The move will strengthen local government’s role as a separate and distinct level of government and provide certainty to citizens and councils, allowing better coordinated, long term planning throughout the State.

“A November election will free councils from the current situation where they are expected to develop a strategic plan and deliver their first budget within a couple months of being elected.

“This will ensure councillors, particularly those who are newly elected, have the opportunity to consult their communities and develop sound policies for the future.”

Ms Broad said the changes would also:

· remove uncertainty for voters, with some councils currently having elections in one year and others in another year

· reduce the cost of elections to citizens 

· allow more time for elected councillors to develop and implement the policies for which they have been elected

· allow councils more time to deliver budgets which reflect community priorities, and

· eliminate the existing council enrolment period through the summer vacation

The Minister said an electoral timetable to implement the changes would ensure the alignment process happened as quickly as possible, while respecting the current terms of existing councils.

Under the timetable (attached), the first council elections will be held in November 2004.

“This date has been chosen for the 25 councils that were due to go to the polls in 2004 and 2005,” she said.

“The remaining 54 councils will then go the polls in November 2005, with all 79 councils facing the voters together for the first time in 2008 - two years after the next State Government election.”

The Government will introduce the legislative changes to Parliament in the Spring Session. FILLIN “Type in Title of Release” /d 
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